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0Chop. Chcp chop. Czop ehop chup. Or dun't you spaak asurmuphorae?® -~Juffus (Fi)

Fanhistory, tae unoriginal fanz2ine, issuc #1, publishcd under tho auapicna of
Enzosyno at Bho 8ign of liemw, un ovcenajfon, and for tho purpusua of ontartainmont
whopovor the twain should puot wund distributod tonish to FaPA and tou scloct fou
outsidu vf thu gturling organization chigon by thu uditers® wan!Rous vote, Lutterd
and poctsarcds of commqt solicitated and pleaded for. But plcasc don't sand un-
solicitatud mnuacripta. drito and tocll us what you havo in wnind, and wo'll talk
it ovur...and romombor, lottors are liublo to publication in aumu Hoffiwng, unlooas
you spucify tnuruin othorwisa. Opiniuna axprussud in thia mngazinu uro gonurually
thaosa of the authirs but not nucussarily go.  Hamsmbor Hunlan, und Hop Bittors,
the Invalid's Friund and hiopo! -=Luad
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end weft of our mierocosmos the threeds of individual fsnactivity
tengle into the multitudes of pstterns that make the fabric of
fendom into & fmacinating thing. We present you this fanzine,

@& sort of wrong-ended telescope, with the purpose of looking at
these thresds and patterns. But like the telescope. ¥y |is

merely #n instrument. Its field of vision 1s severly limited

end its lenses are sberrated by the unskilled hand of your lensmith.

In each issue, our home-made telescope will
come to sight on same perticular sphere: a fan item, event or
personality, glving you # quick look at the earthward srnd so the
reverled side of thet sphere. We hope that you will look through
the eyepiece of Py open-eyed #nd opem-minded, maccepting our limit-
ptiona and understanding the nsture of our goels, though they mey
differ from your own. Py is not a revivel or sequnl to eny other
fanzine., despite its apperrence. It is itself, no more, no less.

We solieit your sdvice. your comments snd
observations. If you have idecas for future issues, or would like
to write for Fy, plesse let us know.

We intend thet Fy appeer in volumes of five,
the fifth iasue in each bloe to contsin letters of comment, discuss-
ion, and saddenda to the preceeding four individuel issues. Letters
are 8olicited., end if not for publicetion should be so-merked. If
you sre interested in Fy and want to keep receiving it, please
write. If you show no signs of interest. scmeone else may take
your plece in the queue. Fy will probably be distributed by wey
of FAPA as well as by the meiling 1list, depending on its reception
in the orgenizetion. hegardless, it will be guarenteed to thoase
persons who show & lively interest, but not to others.

So this is us.

And thaet is the lec ture for today. The guided
tour begins almost immediately. We suggest that you follow the
numbers et the bottoms of the peges, reading from front tc beck for

continuity's sake.
-=-~--dnemosyne
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why jock speer

"Jack Speer has probably done more good for and less harm to fandom
thon any other individunl BNF..." Lloyd Fuller in STYNR

and from HORIZONS #60, autwm 1954 Harry Warner Jr.

The campaign to maxe Jack Spoer n member of thu FuPa througk all etoraity
has oy fll support. But I don"t think tant thog p.blished rcasons for the carpaign
arao q'dto corroct. Lots of pcople nave maintained ovor the years an intarast and
activity in tha organization just as greut as Spoer‘s. We should keep sonding him
bundles without requiring monay or nctivity for unothsr reason--bucause ho'as the
ond who sbaped FAPA into tho kind of orgnnization that oxists today. Not many
current mombars Oof tho FaPa can remoma.r Jjust what ho did.

! ontered the FAPA in the fall of 1938, a time when the Speer influence had
Just startad to transform the orsanization. Tha FAPA was still young, and was
approximately like the group that its founders had conceived. Those founders--
Wollheim, Michel, and a few of their New York cronies, mustly--had organized a nev
amateur press agsociation whose membership would be confined to fans. I don't
thing they intended it to be devoted 10 science fiction discussions, in spite of all
the controversies that have sprung up so ragularly about mundane articles in FAPA
publications. The typical mailing in those early days contained betweon ?5 and 100
pagaa. The New York bunch distributed a lot of materinl davoted to their current
pso0litical opinions and fannish feuds. Tho left wing propagandizing was aupplansented
by microscopic publications of other mombors, mudelled aftar subgcription fanzinos,
and an assortmcnt of giveaways from political organizationas. Thara wus much politics
for politicas sako in the FAPA. The eluctions in those early years appoar inoredible
today. Thore were bitter words over them, and rogular FAPA politioal parties, since
the founders scomed to feel tuat gome sort of prustige attached to offica holdera.
The Fantasy Amatour Press Association was ridiculously sadato. For uxamplo, it was
roquirad that all raferences to membars conaist of last nemos profaced by Mr. Use
of nicknimos or givan namas was unaethical or somuthing. The founders hadn't takon
tha trouble to write a constitution suited for the needs of a fannish group., They
had just copied one of tho genaral ayjay constitutions, making cssential chongea
to suit a smaller group with less frequont mnilings. Tho membership roater of 50
was nevor fillod, so you cawld join, bo inactivo for a yuar, and immediately rojoin
@ithout missing a bundla.

Well, Spaor did to FAPA what Campbell did to sciance fiction. HLo probably
aould hcve had a parallel in some futura yoars, if he nadn®t existed, but wa can't
be worried about thnt, until parallel time sracks ere opcned up for explutation.



warnaer (2)

You could find an occasionnl FAPA publication showing details of the Spaer type
before Juffus really became an influence, just as white men probably came to North
America before Columbus, without leaving permanent traces behind. Speer turmed

the orgenization into what it is tod:y--a means of self-oxpression im which individ-
unlism reigns supreme. Sustaining Program, Full Langth Articles, and other Speer
titled began to fatton the bundles. Other FAPA members hoppad delightedly onto his
bandwagon, when they found that they could write about their personal problems,
their opinions on the world situation, and the true facts of fannish meatings. Tho
founding fathers struggled wainly for a time egainst the tide, but went down for

the third time somewhere around 1941, They have becomo onc with Nineveh and Tyreo.
It may bc aymbolic that thaeir dying attorpts &t keaeping FAPA on its original plare
consisted of a fight egainst a plan to raise tho original duos {to mpet an unmistak-
able rise in postage costs) and a terrific fuss over the informelity of a socraotary-
troosuror who accopted two years' ducs at the samo time from a mombor who didn't
want to be bothorad about sonding asnotkor chack 12 months lator.

Maybe the forms in which Speor's FAPA activity omsrgod ars Forms in tho Platon-
ic sonso. They £eop bobbing up in tha FAPaw in tho origiral form, from new mombera
vho can't possibly have scon thoir original appoaranccs. But tie fact that a circla
is a Form is hardly insulting to tho gonius of the fallow whka built tko first wheel-
od vohicla. nnd wo shouldn't disparago tho Speer contribution on the grounds that
othars have done as woll in lator years. Tho FaPA might not have lasted long enough
for those latter-day prophots without Spaer.

Nobody could accuse Specr's Sustaining Program of attracting intorest through
itas oye-catching metris. Spcor used a typor which cut unplcasantly ugly stoncils.
4And ha aad ne artistic abjlity...Spoer was workirg all Quy and attending school most
of tLuo ovoening in washington duringz nis days of groatsst glory, so he conceontrated
on w.at ho said, rather than the format in which ho published it, But Sustaining
Progrem had continutng featuras that aro still prominont features of tho FaPh--~
rovicws of pngt manilings, commonts on curront scionco-fiction, quotes from
corrcagondencu, doscriptions of rocont ancountors with fans, and soclactad quotos
from rocant reading, for instanco.

The Sustaining Program influence w~asn't ontircely good. It gavoe the FAPA a
permanent tendancy toward scrappy publications and may have prevontod membors from
issuvcing moroe cerafully prgparad fuller longth essays. Spoor himaolf had a soparato
titlo for which he raservad major work. Full Length Articlos containod large undor-
takinga, likoe a survoy of the fantasy elaunent in sark Twain's fiction and a roviow
of the provisions of tho copyright law as it applics to fandom. But Full Longth
articlos appoarod less rogularly nnd 'ma loss fascinating to recd than the Spusriana
of Sustaining Program, and it was tho big influonco.

Then thoro were othur Spaor undertakings. For ycars ho continuod to add to
34 List of lics, Half-Truths and Misstatmonts Contained in Lu Vumbitour During Its
None-Too-Short ExistanceP. A seporate publication containod what must bavo been
the longast poam ever written by a fan, if not the beat uno by a long shot. Ho
figurod out an ingonious adaptation of the Dewoy decimal claseification of non-
fiction which could be usad to ocatnlog fantasy. Tho FaPA constitution is his work
cntirely, coxccpt for a fov minor amendments that werc ncccssitated by changing

goadiliuaas Z} { continued at bottom of page 6 )
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or ag Juffus himself puts it

A POLCKEE ©H
D

BACK 8

"The vital sadistics™...

I was born 9 August 1920 in Comanche Oklahorm, one of four children.
ky father is a lawmyer. In 1938 i took a few months of business college in
Oklahoma City, then went to Washington DC, where i worked for differont depart-
ments while getting ean AB at George Washington University in American Tuought
and Civilization. 1944-45 i spent a year in Alglers, where { worked for the
American Food ldiission, Then i came to Seattle and attended the University of
Washington law school. In 1949 { began to practice law in North Bend, near
Seattle. In 199l i married Ruth Cox. We have cne daughter, born in 1955.

1 am of average size and have no physical handicaps except red-green
blindness. I have never had an IQ test; a Graduate Record Examirnation in 1948
showed me high on some things, such as verbal intelligence, and no better than
the average (graduate; in other parts of the profile, including mathmatics.

In 193¢ i began corresponding with Donald Wollheim and subscribad to
Fantasy Magazine. A year later i did a little in the embryonic Oklahoma SA,
writing columns on scientificomics and other things for the official organ
which Dan bicPhail published.

In 1934 { got more actively into the field at large, engaged in the
kichelistic feuds on the anti-Futurian side, nationaligzed the Sacred Order of
FooFoo, and launched the first famish poll. I reached an extrema of absorpt.
ion in fandom while at business college., That fall i had an accident while
driving to viasit fen, and tried to withdraw from the fiold; i didn't suoceed.

With the rise of the Zrain Trust after the firat Chicon, i cama to
occupy a leading role, espccially in FA®A. I have attended sevaral conferences
and the world conventions of 1939--New York, 1940--Chicego, 1946-~Los Angeles,
1947--Philadelphia, 1950--Portland, and l95l--New Orlaans,

ldost of my publishing has baean in FAPA. iy principal fanzine thers
was called Sustaining Program, and later Synapse. Others included Full Length
Articlea (there have beon about half a dozen). infinitesimnga, the story of
Fantagite's prozress, the Clayton Astounding Indax (using my decimal claasaifi-
cation system). Fancyclopedin was published in 1944. I have never published
a subzine, but at most conventions had o special mag for the occasion. 1945-
46 { published Stefnews weekly for a year, and TNFF about the same time. A
fair number.of articles et cetera have appeared in others' fmz.
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I am a serious constructive fan myself, but have found insurgents
generally more congenial than the turgid type. I have campaigned unsuceass-
fully for causos such as grammtical purity, eimplified spelling, a subatlituto
for tha word "fan", diverting energy from orudsines to indaxes and the like,
againat Vomnidens, ktp.

In 1948 i olmost dropped out of aight, and in spite of some parti-
éipation in the Nameless Unas (the only local club { have belonged to), and

keaping up membership requirements in ¥APA {just barely), § stayed at low tido
for a long timae.

Current intereats outsido of tho microcosm includa ccnasiderabdbla
activity in politica on tha liberal sids, coxpiling a guidsboox of Washing-
ton, and a histomp on Spenglerian principlus.

Jack Speer 18 Oct 55

You moan Fantastically Amteurish Prees's Asaociation," said thd puriast.

Continued from page 4

WHY ...

Tho Papa of F.PA

Specr's greatoat yaars in FiP4 were during the oarly and
middla phages of World War Two. Tounrd tho end of tho fighting, ho want
to Africa as a civilian amployeo of the crmed forcaa, inevitably cutting
his fan procduction. Ho nevor got back into full swing upon roturring to
tho Unitod Statas: admittance to tho bar, marriago, ineroasing i{nterust
in politics and shifting inturesta have roducod him toc tcken production
that just moots tha activity roquiromunts,

Summing up, I don't think wo'll set a dnngerous precodent
by making Speor a FPAPJA insfitutiuvn, as long as =0 roaclize why wa'ro doing
it, It {an't likely that anyone clse will ever have tho revolutionary
influenca on the organizntion that Juffus did. Nowadnys fandom ia big
enouzh for people with such idcas to start another fantasy ayjny group,
when thoy have notions of their own; that's how the ViPa and SAPS came
into beirg.

-=<by Harry Warnor Jr
excerpted from Hoxizcan

F.PA auturm 1924, sligntly
abri dzad.



JACK SPEER

MY

PROTEROFANNISH
PERIOD

My oldor brothor and i would toll each other made-up stories after we
had gone to bed, though Jim =ma quite capable of fulling asleep during mine.
Aftor a while { just told them to myself; so daydreaming was highly developed
by the time 1 was seven. Once { asked Jim what o mogic was, and he sald it was
aomething that if you had it you could do anything you wanted to. Vistas opan-
ed up, and a mogic (concaived as a box) played a prominent part in my andless
serial adventuros.

Befors we could read, the funnivs were rend to us. One 1 liked was
a page of The Kuwpies in every issue of the Ladias' Home Journal. In regular
papers was Little Nemo in Slumberland, by Winsor MecKny. The Gumps and The
Katienjammer Kids, with their desert islends, were n bit out of this world too,

From the moviocs § ramomber a few scattered funtasy scenes-—-silont
movios, of course, except for Jim reading tno titles to me. Once he told ms
that the cartoons were just people dresaed up, so i gusss we thought that what
Wwo aaw on the screen was livo actors. As for how tho cartoon characters wure
able to rise into the air, anyone could seso the thicket of vertical linea down
the screcn, wirva that thoy climbad. Thus the live actors in Peter Pan worae
able to fly. Tom Mix got krocked coocoo onoce and dreamod that ho rosa aad
walkad aming tho stars, ordosing a drink at a bar in ono large mullet. The
moat irpressive movia wus Tho Green Archer, a serfal with a Geausterxian lacale
in tho ususl numbar of egisodea. The old boy appoarad asparingly, but wos al-
ways on hand with an arros to cut the furo just beforu it burned to tho kog, ktp.

Having wandorod thus far from fantasy, § might also mention my first
rolos on the stago, Potor Rubbit in the socond gradu, and even before { was six,
cupid in a high school play. Would you lika to seu my photograoph?

Uhen { was able to rcad tho funnies for myself, Happy Hooligan. tho
follow with the tumato con on his head, wos asti{l)l around. I dotestod thia comie
but i supposu it was sort of a pioneoer. A cormon formula was for an inventor
tu appuar in the first panul and say ®Gonts, I've discovercd -=". Mr. Dough and
Mr. Dubb wnuld voluntoor Happy Hooligun to try out tho nua discovuary, anduftor
submitting witu a graat doual of roluctance, in tho final fianc Buppy mould bo



Proterofannish Period (2)

taking credit for what he did to help acience. For aseveral Sundays they worked
with tho idea of aatral bodiea leaving the physical body, and maybe you think my
daydreains didn't sefize on that. lfutt and Jeff were somovhat fantastic when Bud
Fisher would be persuasded to draw Jeff larger than Autt. Gasoline Alley did some
free-whoeoling during the twantios. I made the acquaintance of Papuye rather late,
and did not li.e the first i saw of him. Boob ificNutt was a well-known comic at
the time, and #as pratty fantastic whon Boodb and the professors brought back a
carload of atrango animals, loaing, through Boob‘'s stupidity, all but tha Poot-
waddle, the Dunklewimp, and the Magneto Wolf, and finally all but ocne of thea.
The author was Rube Goldberg. Krazy Kat must have coms aleng about tho end of
the docade. 1 imperfectly rumambar one of tho legands, 3Bum Bill Bee, heading
northi’zard in bis southorly coursa, with thu rising sun setting gently bafore him,
pausca awiftly and considers that this and that are aimilarly differont.Z I

havo a botter memory for Grosa Exasggorations, a form of humor which was unhappily
cut short by, i suppose, the rise of anti-Sumutism. 0So into dv sout aies it
camo trunsformations from a cocawilizod hinflooance, =wot'll ba continucd naxt wick
de sturry.d For a while ¥ilt Grogs shifted to Count Screwloosa of Tooloosuw, who
was always uscaping from the booby hatch in somu ingenious way, only to discovor
that tho outside world :mas crazior than tho inside.

Somothing hy wns lator to rugrot, my fathor brought heme tho Soptumbor
1927 Amazing. O read most of Around tho Univurao, not undorstanding a lot of {t,
and triod tho Hick's Invontions with a Kick. According to Unger, this issuuv oould
have bean out as aarly as August 1, so it might havo baecn boforo my sevanth birth-
day. A few othor prosincs drifted in, but for a whilec i read more in books.

Rathor curiously, though i roand auch didactic fantasies as The Road to
Hoalth, The Road to Nowhore and At the Back of the North Wind didn't gppeal to
ma. I nuvur contactod Oz until tho days of the Big Little Books. I rose to tho
levol of boys’® booxs with Tom Swift and His Wireloss Mussagu. In tho book-
axchanging that want on botweon Jim and his frionds i read most of thu Tom Swift
soga boforo { was out of gradu school {you mny not think thoy‘ro sciunco-fiction,
but think how important they could be in hoading a porson toward scienco). I
omit mantion of many mundano books such as the Algor atorics. With tho Tarsan
books { thot { had risen to the adult luvol, and rond The Boasts of Tarsan, The
Hoturn of Tarzan, and Tarzan of tho Apus, in that ordor, followed by a bost of
othors. Similarly i road The Gods of Mars und Thulvia Mnid of Mars, which Dad
had around thu houso, and lator borrowad A Princoss of Mars from louis Clark.
In tho leto twuntius a pancl-strip of Tarsan bugan in the papor, but it waa
country cousins, ratier thapn ma, who thought of collecting thasa.

At thu ago when kids hava vury small olubs, i had onc with Louis Clark's
brothur, sax, tho yoar that my socond grado and his third grado wore in tho samn
room, 4&ex had quito a collection of movio atills of the sort that wure posted in
front of tho thoator, and they woruv in our clubhouso., a little shack at thu baok
of Clark's unpaintad fromiy house, which wos to buocomo Louis's first laboratory.
It was probably during visits with Rux that i =38 oxposad to his big brothor's
influonca. By 1928 hao hnd somoc roputation with tho kids as a scichtiat und heo
bhad groat anthusiasm for scivnco-fiction. He folt nono of tho qualma at sooing
it roducad to comic-atrip form, which woru to plaguo moru sophisticatod timus.
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Protorofannish Poriod (3)

Ho glowed as ho showed mv the first few Buck Rogors stripa which had just started
in tho peper that Clarks took, and ho kept tham sewn togothor with string (i now
havc $he colloction that Dan McPhail made at the samo time). Many a dim aftornoon

i nat on tho bed listaning to Louis narrate atorios from his box of Amazings ot
cotora, and i bugan borrowing mangazines from him. Whenevor it was that War Storics
and Battle Storias came along, i road a lot of them {in 2 late one, when thoy must
have bocn foaling thay'd killeod all tho Germans in World War I scoveral timcs ovar,
thore was a serial about an invasion around 1950 by the 0ld World, dominatod by
dsiatics), as well as ocertair Blue Book scerics, including Bertram Atkey's talcs

of the pills thnt rovived ancoatral memories.

My undorstanding of tho world around me, and my rogard for science were
strongthencd by The Book of Knowledgo, which i bottowaed a fuw volumos at a timo
from an uncle's houso. I spont tho most time on tho Things to Make and Things to
Do soctions, and for ysars after, pcrhaps a little moro than is usual in boys of
those ages, 1 waa attracted by tricks and puzzlos.

Arorican Boy and Boys®' Lifc had crogsod my sights a numbor of times,
but when { had a chance to pick a magazino subscription for a proesont, about 1923,
1 chosv Tho Open Road for Boys, which had a nicoc bonus accompanying tha subscript-
ion, a puper-tubo bloipipe like tho savagos usod in Tho Snako~Blood Ruby in thu
0ld Youth's Compnanion. Thu only fantasy i rocall in the Opon Road at the moment
708 ona in which n youth had had promonitory dreoams about lying on an ulter whilo
the barbarians chnntad. 2Tho light! The light of Ra has roachod tha fifth stopi¥

Aftor roading a bit of Banjamin Franklin's autobiography, i triod my
my hand at poems abcut hallowacn animals. I can still ramember one of thom, but
i won't quoto it. I wasn't cut out to ba a poet. One time whun we were givan
oriting assignmonts in achool, i wroto a story in which i was contactoed by a
water-fairy, but i condescended s § wroto it, for wns not sciuntifiction tho
roal stuff? Becausa of thcir origin, my daydreams woro for many ycars vorbalized
rathor than simply projoctod boforc my mind’s eyo. and it was no groat stop to
writing storius of tho kind of thing I would like to do, although somy solf-
consciousnoss mdo md put them in tho third porson on papor. Tho only ono i can
romambhar now, that belongs to the twentics, was about boys in a dosorted houso
finding out that it wua a crooks' hideout. No ono ovur ruad this, and { threw it
avay during somo Wioderpapioreblitzkriog of tho thirties, not without miegivings
that { might want to study it someday. The daydreams, howover, wore strongor
stuff than crooks nnd deaortod hougos. Whun tho mgica wora lcft bohind, cavos
playod a largo role (Bloch striko mc doad, but i don't think they had any Froud-
ian significance; Jungiam pcrhapss un oscapo from tho adult world, all-poworful
abovu ground), and tho Edgar Rico Burroughs influonco was strong. In all of
this, howgvor, i probably did not diffor significantly from millions of people.

-——=- Jack Spear 5 Qct 55

“Add gog linos: 'Wnat do you knom of tho cavus?'" SusPro - Sp F45
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COMANCHE:

m axcerpted from IN MFEMDRIAM:
(L SPIRIT OF FOOFOO

Full Langth Articlee #3

1943~-
nY went walking a)ong the opposite aide of the creeik wvalley.

Hore wes
the aite of the laat cave wa'd dug, ard the only one that went into
a pearpendicular cliff fece and had a dirt roof. Ondy one who kneu {t
bad been there could see the tracea now. On a little farther was the
thicket with the low place where we'd started once to dig a cave for a
patrol den; Mother told me that some of the new generation were working
on a cava there now, but I dida‘'t sea much trase of it. Nearby was the
aite of Gushing Springs, a long-dbroxcn water pipe which often gave a
nice spray ard created fantastic ice formntiona, swell for fotograffing,
in winter time., It's been repaired at last,

Beyond was the fla¢ on which
we built out great syatem of cavea. It seemg like we had alwurs built
caves, but I know there must have boen a definite beginning, for I can
ramexmb3r whex the only trenchos were traces of oaves made by an older
Zenergtion. Ouras conaiated. of trenchea; with doeper and wider placea
for rooms, covered with boards, tin, and finally fresh dirt which im no
waoy concealed the locaticns. ; -

«e.mobs of bad boys from the other aide of
town were wont to come ovar,at nito or byday, to trample {inour thin roofings,
and pitched battles were fot.We usually hnd superior weapona —BB guns againat
Ne————thootars (you call 'em alingshota, but they aran’t)-—and inferior
numb ora. The only ono we loat was the 1aat one, whenour wvhole weat laan-~thon
the garden—was full of taughies of high achool age. throwing rocks ,and soms of
our boys had to work, anothor had "gono home for hia BR gun", and only Jim with
his gun and Johnny Xally with mino viere holding off the hordes. Many nild tales
were told of thut battla, such as that aomeone bad ahown up 2§ th a blank
cartridgep.stol.I locate it tamporally by the ramcrk that the Sheri ff and some
nonistanta hod come up 1n a New Ford (Mcdol A) to break up tho orowd. Tn: y must
hnve arrived too late tho for I cranlad into the onve=="forta"

wo called them--after being hit with a rock, and was thare when the
invadors swept oveor the land and tramplad down the entrance. [ amorged
later thru a socret romovablo placae in the coiling. The war wans the
thing that kept us sc interrsted in cave-building, tho; alter it mmsa
over =me built the aystem of caves, but didn't stay intereatnd in it long,
despite initiation plans and secret well recnsa~a wharoy we hid candlas
and weapons...S0 the rains descendad and the wends and briars grew, and
in 1943 1 forced 2 way thru them with difficulty and traced the old
tunnels and rooms more by memory than by the recognizeble depreasions in

the ground. Ve
iV —-Jack Speor



jack speer

THE EOFANNISH ERA 1N COMANCHE

In writing 1934 The Xaking of a Fan, { was atruck with the frequent
referencos to an earlior period, around 1931, whan { bogan collecting Sunday
Buck Rogors pagos, had a scrapbook, und sc on. It appenra that, though { =as
not in touch with fandom at largoe during its firat years, i was doing parallel
things in my own little wyorld. If someone ccmo up with e convincing arguement
thnt eofandom wns a phenomenon of lacalitiss rathor then ean iatorgrated movomont
across tho nntion, 4 might evun clnim to havo boulongud to it.

Thu t10 acioentifictionists { wns in touch with wero ia contcct with
fens elsewhorda, Dar li&cPhail publishod thc first Scionce Fiction Neozs in the
oarly thirtios, and { havu no doubt that scms of thuy pamphlcots montioned in
my 1934 articlae us seon in Louis Clark’s labcratory wore ploneor fanzinea he
had rocaived; {1 almost scom to romumbur tho namo Scianco Fiction Digost on
the cover of a larga-sizad ona,

Dnn wmy about thiee yvars my senior, and Louis a yoer or two oldar
then that. dasidus us, various rolatives and othors constituted a fringo of
what 26 night hava canlled Comanche fandon (or Oklahoma fandom, since i think
w0 had no rival). »but thero wus no consciouanasa of ontity. We thruuo wore
novoer evaen togothur at the samo time, ncr did Dan and { gathor in tha same of
Scienca Fiction until 1935,

My oldur brothar's sat had a club to which i belongad, called Tho
Jolly Rogers or The Literary Club, oho lant books among thamselves, had
partica at nocbors® humes, and in thu sw.mers of 1930 and 1931, { beliwva,
published issuos of a carbon ccpiod magnzino namsd Advanturo Trails (its nast-
huad was curiously sirilar to that of the lataor pulp magazine Adventure Prails).
Betwocan the suwmors msntioned, whilo they woero in tho eighth grade, Jim's and
Dan's class publishaod a similar nagagzine, The Original Idea, undur the teacher's
suparvision. bDan had a story of couical darkies in this one. In the firat
issue of Adventuro Trails { had a atory cellcd Lust in Space, rousing some of
tho characters from Thc Shot Into Infinity (ztich £ road in a Quarturly bourrowed
fronm Lcuis); and in tke socund isauo tad a mundane story inspirvd by Tao Boy
Gold hiners and othur boys' bucka,

This littlo appoaranco in print stimulatod mo to draft a nuobar of
othor piocus. A saqual tc Loat In Space was rejuctud by nmy brother, and i
nevcr subrittod such articles ns Problems of Space Flight and a sontimental
pleca about thu bygune days of our cavao wars (soo In Mumoriams Spirit of FooFoo).
I wrote Fronm anothor Universe aftor reading Outsido the Universe, which Louis
bhad bound togethur from issuc of Wuird Tales.
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About this timo i nlso had a specll of copying hoads from tho comies,
did quitc n fow instnllnmunts of a Jundano comic strip, drow on a homo blackboard
a couple of installmwants af a comic about a kartian invasior which was tamporadly
thwartcd by tho Coclidgo rcy, and wruto soma pugzlo pagoes which 4 axpoctod oy
bruthur to anjoy. Plainly 1 wos striking out in various directions.

Foolirg vaguoly tant 1 ought to bo a sciocntist, i had my parocnts got
no a Chuzeraft No. 2 for birthday or Christims, nnd also sant off for some froo
issuca 2f tho manufecturor's mogazino for the young chumist. Tho chamistry sot
atrungthanod ry connoctions with Louis. Ho h=d a laboratory gathorad fron horo
and thore, in one or anothar shack or lean-tc. Le must have become some kind of
ideal for me; 1 remamber my disappointment when he mixed bdram with braina,
leaving the lab to chin himself a feuw times on a horizontal bar in the yard, I
sa7 litt)e point in some of the exneriments he showed ma, but thera ware always
apectacular ones on tap too. Louias waa willing to trade me for qunntities of
some of the chemicals in my set, and L1 wes kappy ts got such sudbstanzas us
phenolphtalein and saltpoator, with which one could do more s2tialy!ng axgerimenta
thap those in the Chamcraft book. Bosides cheaistry, he showed me Rube Goldbexrg
inventions he collectad, and various Cernabacks, Science and Invention, Fremch
Hunor, and othors hesides arazing and Wonder.

Sunday wmornings on the Dallaa station Unclo Somebody read, umong comics
we had never sean, 8 Buck Rogers page featuring Buddy Deoring. One duy Jim ex-
tracted a promise from tm (i remegad afterward) beforv revoaling somothing ne know
{ =would be inturestod in, that Bucc Hogaers had begun in the Denveor Poat, thich we
got weoekly, It appcarod on the back of tho nmazazino soction rathor than among the
ordinary comica. 'tho first page pickud up the story at tho beginning of the
Mystorian VWlar. I had probably alrcady begun saving the Opon Road and a page of
Mickoy lMougso, and as Jim uxpoctod, i savud Buddy Doeringe. 4 funny thing was that
the advuntures iz the Donvur Post Wura not thc samu as thoso wa buard on WRad.
Eventually 4 found out that the Callan paper =was far bahind, kad probably startaed
late but startod zith tbho first advonturua. lonths aftor the Donvor Poat, the
Sunday Oklahomnn startod Brando at tho samn point, the Mystorian Wor. and it was
atill later thnot tho Dnllas News caught up with that ovont.

I2 addition to Buddy Dooring, i saved Sundny supplimunt scionco articlas
and somw rotogravure saetions, paating them, thickly folded, into an old ledger.
about tce samo tima, 1 roached out into tha w»orld by sonéing off coupcns for
sarples, froe booxs of trickas, the Hood rubbor Company'’s Socrat Writing booklot
(with Too Gold Bug), John F Dilic's inturplanetary ticket and a mystory picture of
Buddy fightinz a largo bird. I becams w0ll acquaintud with Jobhnson Smith and
Company, vho advertised in tho Opan #Hoad, and i orderod various noveltiuva from
thoir mrvulous catalog, ospociclly aftur i bogan solling Curtis publicationa in
1932,

In achool, thorv was somo fanish gratifiecation in leading onu of tho
units that prouparcd larca illustrations for the Oddoay. My momory says it waas
elso in thu fifth grade. but Listory givea it tho lie, thnt i had my firat taste
of fanzining. Like avuryonu olso in tho room, i pruparod a hendmritton nawspapar,
Paramount Nuws (we wors in tho Peramount Building), on butcher-wrapping, but very
unliko thuirs. I modolod it on l& Woekly Reader, tho nowspapor for school childron.
My front-pagu story tmas Marchuria Bocomos ‘Land of Poaou’, which dateas it as the
forcpert of 1932, ]2



Comancho (3)

This intorest in international avants i can trace to Dan McPhail's
influenco. In 1931 { saw and imitatod cartoons by him dapieting tho flight of
Alfonso XIII of Spain. (Tno samo interust ultimataly produced a aignificant
stop toward publishing a fanzino of my own, whun I swappod Tuo Mucsolini bocking-
Bird for Dan's Ethiopian Eaglo.,) Marvin Bridges ond i £lso discuasol tho Jaopanoso
invasions of China, our sympathios buing all with tho Chinks. I dubbud it "iho
slant-oyod war".

Tho thirties rollad along. I bogan corresponding with a bey in Guam,
and attompted to open communications with Panama. 1 got a rubbor-stamp sut for
my youngar brothor and doecidod to kocp it mysolf, but never did much with {t. My
late aunt's typawriter camc up from Florida, snd i dogan lcarming to usc {t,

Though my tasto for protines gradually increased, moatly i depcadud on
my faother or othars to purchise curront fssuos. I think i bought an issue of
Scionco and Invontion with Will tho Hocket Roplace Artillory? on the cover, and
a 15¢c large-size Wondor with The Timo Express on tho covor. My favarito prosino
was Astounding Storics of Supor Sciunco, and whon a lotter from a thirtoan-yuar-
old woas publishad, i wroto to Batas, purhaps my first lotter to an editor, boast-
ing that i was twolvo, and had boon reading s-=f since 1 woa six. The mog foldod
baforu thoy had a chance to print my lattor.

By the timo 1 wont to Florida in the aummor of 1933, our aofannish ora
had ondod. Louis waa gone %o collogo somovhoro, and Dan was in Oklahomn City.
I had found outlct for somo of my enorgy in tho boy acouta. I stoppod almost all
collaeocting, including Buddy Docring. doiomco-fiction itsolf sas in tho doldrums,
with just twmo prozinas atumbling along.

Tunn at the house in Florida { found my mmidon aunt‘’s copics of Jaok
london's Tho Star Rover, and Mark Twain's Extrast from Captaoin Stormfiold's Visit
to Heavon, and Tho ofysterious Stranger. Tho cumulative offoct was to bronk n
band botwean me and the world of baliovers. Honceforth i was suporior to thom;

i knew samething thoy didn’t. Tho bond novor broke for Louis and Dan, and that
may axplain why they remained part of gonargl socioty instoad of giving thoir
firat loyalty to sciencae-fiction fandom

Jack Speor & Oct 65

"Forard PuoFoo!"
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HRARRY  WARMER

HLL OUR
JESTERDAYS

reprinted from FANVAKIETY #13
Oct-Nov 1951 (Max Keaaler, editor)

The dreams of fantesy readers include such things as a
really complete bibliogrephy of fentesy books, mierofilmed reference
files to preserve end sprasd the comments of the rareat publicetions,
en index to the srticles of lesting merit in fsnzines., end sn encyclo-
£edia thet would explein 211 the terms end lore of fendom. The first
hree remsin to be sccomplished. but the last hss been done, one of
the biggest fen projects in history.

Jrck Speer got the ider during Borld Wer Two thet he ®=ould
like to do some preliminary work on en encyclopedis for fsndom. The
project £revw in scope as he worked on it, until he decided to go
throursh with the job. The leeding fens of the day resd his menu-
acript end mede corrections £fmd sAditionsa. Forrest J. Ackermen,
sbetted by o number of Los Angeles fona took cherrge of the gigrntic
mimeogrnphing tosk. The result m¢s one of the finest things frndom
hes ever produced--¢ 100 prpge reference book, bound with sttreotive
hervy covera. Its edition wra limited to 850 copiea. The only
rerson it isn't ecgerly soucht todey. 8 frr ns8 I ccn smsee. 18 thet
few frna know sbout it. It spperred when the Third Prndom wna coming
towrrd its end. In the rerdjustuent of the months following VJ Dry.
80 orny old frns dropped out, end 80 meny new ones frrived. The
volume hrd 80ld out so promptly thrt extenaive rdvertising wrant't
necess ry. rnd r grert demrnd for it didn't come into being until
rfter it wrs out of print.

But even todey the Prncyclopedir is vrlusble. Originelly. it
wrg both a reference ¥ork rnd entertaining rerding. Now it has trken
on » third vmlue., becruse it trerts of frndam r8 it wrs juat before
the Ltom Bomb sterted frlling end new prozsines begrn rpperring; the
finrl yerra of frndam's privecy. vhen the vhole world wean't inter-
€eated in stories s boutrt the future.

"The purpose of the Prncyclopedin.™ Speer wrote, "...is to
define mll expressions. except nonce~words, which bhrve rn esoterio
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mecning in fentosy fandom, nnd to supply other informetior. such ss
thet on Esperanto. vnich mey be needed to understend what fsnas sey,
vrite snd do."

A quick =lonce nt the coantents ¥ill indierte how rapidly
these terms heve skidded fram todey's vocrbulery. Teke prge 40,
for instrnce. Who remembers todey the Frontier Society. Fuber
Pubs. der Fuhrer of the Newsrk Swamps. The Futile Press., or the
Futiliteriens? (For the benefit of the curious. they epre: a group
that ves orgrnized #8 # sort of frnnieh equivelent of the Fortecen
Soclety; something Ackermen cslled his publicetions for » vhile;
Moskov¥itz; the house neme for en old-time f=n., Cleire Beck; Pnd
vhet the Michelists cerlled their orpponents.) Thera have been
grert shifts in interest snd importence. Hectolng gets twice rs
omuch sprce p8 dittoing because in those 4rys » lot of frns still
pulled their frnzines 1ledboriously off geletin-filled pens. rnd
only # fev» pioneers ovned the mimeo-like duplicrting mechines.
You'll look in vrin for definitionas of egoboo #nd crifrnesc,; those
rnd n hundred other terms, hedn't been populerrized or invented by
fendor in 1944.

Speer mrde no effort to rssume =n impersonsl, serious tnne
in his publiertion. His style ®»ers chrrming., »ith hints of Dr.
Sfmuel Johnson, rsnd beccmrs serious only wshen trerting of licht-
weight subjects. For instrnce, here is his definition of Srcred
order of FooFRoo:

"A glorious foolosofy which seves its rdherents from the
purple doomins tion of ghughu. snd aurrrntees their footure bliss.
®hile ghughuism set-up is roughly thrt of rn kgpiscoprl church.,
¥oorooilsm's rore resembles 8 militent monsrchy. The western brsnch
centers sround the court of the Hi Priestess of All. Foo. Pogo;
Forrest J Ackermrn 19 the hight-Hsnd Men. siorojo. her Herndi-nriden,
ktp. In the erst 1s Her Sacred Highness's Left-Hrnd Msn, the roysl
Generrl of FooFoo. P. Speer, who berrs this title., countersiagns
rpnd issues to neophytes such trgs es Chief Scientist, Poetess
Lnuerrte, Vendey Oon. Grrnd Vizier, Nen nen, Brron Yobber, rad
others. Permrnent merbership crrdas rre not given until the persons
rre vroven through long rdversity. In rddition to these officers,
the Orider counta s£s8 renk rnd file members 211 persona WheEreso€ver
who rre moved to go rround reciting Foo proverbs. PFoaFoolism begrn
eerly in 1938, when the FooFoo irplrnted in the mind of Pogo. end
pbout the srme time, of Speer, his cell to form the Secred OrAder
to oppost Ghughuism in »1l its forms, however monsterous. Since
thet time the renks of PFoamen hrve grown by leeps »pnd bounds (eond
shufrfles). Vietory is essured. for kFoaFoo hes promised it. Like
Tom Prine srys., 'whughuism. like tyrernny, 18 not ersily conquered,
but the fisht is ¢ glorious onc.! A mighty werpon thrt hes been
&iven us by All~Blessed ¥oo is the Poo; tor mitier %s it thrn the
yobber. FooRooism hes » nunbdber of highly inspiretionrl songs. One
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of these the entire Chicon (even the mccursed ghughu 2nd gugegle,
who wcre there) Jjoined in asinging." It might be 2dvisasdble to
point cut thet the Pogo mentioned here is not the comic strip
clhivrtPcter, but the Esperrnto nicknrme for a frn, Mrs Russell M.
do00d.

I put the Frncyclopedir in » desk drnwer ofter resding it.
on the thcory thet it would prove nscful for reserrch and reference
PUrposES. This AiAn't turn out to bs right. I dAon't think I used
it in this mrnner oftener thrn once £ yerr. But I've found myself
Arrwing it out, skicminz over its prges. and chueckling over either
the phraseology or the memories it recrlls. quite resulrrly in odd
moments.

The memories rfre mostly personel rnd wouldn't rpperl to
othera. Hut the merits of Speer's sriting rre rs high es ever.
For instrnce, the definition for glerp: ™I never knes p virdous
glerp, thet did not snortle in its sleep."™ Or the explrernstion of
little Jervenon: "A ascience-fiction house inhmbited in mid-1943
by Suddsy Scherrtz rnd Lrrry Shr¥, end such visitors rs they couldn't
get vid of.™ UndAer psychornslysis: "The Futurirns sey thet wrrious
of their number hrve visited professionrl psychistrists =t times,
rnd ¢nuscd the psychirtrists to seek long vecetions.™ Modern fans
ere often puzzled when they find in miA-40's frnzines much reference
to the word 'rose-bud', so it wouldn't be smiss to repeat Speer's
explsnetion of how it beceme @ printeble version of unprinteble
worde: "Originslly the ncme of » boy's sled., rnd Citizeun Kene's lest
word. It cepe into frndom when 2 cherecter in Doc lLowndea' ‘'Trigger
Telk et Green Gune' murmured thet. just before kicking the bucket.
The cry wes repested to Liebscher by Tucker. under circumstrnces
which geve it its specirl fennish merning.™

That legt definition is r good exemrrle of how the Frncyclo-
pedir hes gone out of drte, however. Every reference book essumes na
certrin emount of fundsrmentrl knowledge orn the pert of i1its rerders.
Speer didn't bother to explrin the "specisl frnnish mesrning" of
rosebud. Ekvervone wrs fawilisr with the word in those drys. He
nlso mssumed thet his rerders would heve rerd some of the endleess
instrllments of "Triipger Trlk rt GCPeen Guner™, » spersmodic seriel In
Futurisen publicrtiona. rnd tnere wra no need to mention thrt L .
Liebscher wrs » mrle fen in the Chicrgo nrers. But the frn of 1951
who wrsn't rround in 1944, Aoesn't knor those things. He mry not
even 1link up Doc Lovndes with the H.L. ILowndes who is still editing
ST mrgrzines. And he mry not be swry thrt Citizen Krne wrs the
lerding chrrrcter of » controversiel Orson kelles movie, which vwes
devated to shywing wshy thst chrrrcter uttered thrt a8 hisg lest word.

S50 the time would scem to be ripe for £ 1951 edition of the
Frncyvclopedis. Mmuch of the work hes rlreesdy been dcum. Speer's
definitions of fundrmeftrl things ~~like those far dummy, mriling,.
Mrryism, rnd scores of others~- could be used uanchrnged. or bdrought
up to drte with = fex extrr sentences. Meny of the items, completely
forgotten nicknsmes o1 frn slrng expressions, could be deleted rlto-
gether. The principle tesk of the compiler of the new edition would
be to turn out rrticles on the new words, concepta, rnd incidents of
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the lrst seven yesrs, to modernize the histories of the fern orgeni-
2rtions thrt rre still existent. And to sevrite spots which =re
funddmentelly sound, but obscure to the present dry frn. If the
smeller fsndom of 1944 bought all rvrilrble copies of £#n edition

of 250 I think todry's fandom would mrke frn edition of S50C or mare
prreticrl. Mr ybe even justify photo-offset reproduction. A
wrrning., however. 1if rnyone hes enough spere time rnAd energy to
treckle thc trsk: Speer'se volume is copyrichted. epnd you'd need

his permiseion to put out r new edition.

~~==Hrrry Verner. Jr. 1951

"Yoshes - Those which rre Alatimmed by the Gostek." ->-Frncyclopedir

sone of the Life pnd Times =nd

§ B)EE[E [Q Adventures of Jrck Speer ra quoted
dirzctly from the ¥Frncyclopedin,

Cl_,\)_(: culled crsurlly,

AGrert Strtionerv Duel - Originelly. » contest between Speer rnd
¥ilson in which ench wea to use r different letterhesd or type
of strtionery in esrch regulrr letter. rnd the first who grve
out would lose. They developed specirlized kleptomrnirec treits.
qQuite = code of rules wns worked out, defining shet a Aifferent
type of str tionery is. ond forbidding the purcherse of stetionery
simply for dueling purposes. Frenuently they used different types
of envelopes r#8 wecll r8 lettérhesds. Some time ofter correspond-
ence with »ilson cesaed, Speer wrs chrllsrnged by drrner rnd the
ducl resumed. It's typicrl of e sort of whimsy very common in
frnktad."

"Juffus - Nickneme for Jrck F Speer. originrting vhen he wrote his
initi=le j'fta."

"Prnzerkrmpfwrgon - (Speéer) - A Kercury coanv<srtible belonging to
Jurfus's brother, in which the Philidelphis Blitzkrieg F#nd other
trips were crrried out."

"Fonepole - Nicknrme for Speer, fram the inoident in 1938 when he
vwrs Ariviazs A ¢rr of his brother's (not the Pernzerksmpfwrgen) to
Connecticut to speud Tnrnkspiving with the Kuslrens: ¢t the very
outekirts of Wcst Hrven. whilehe w3 Arowaing st the wheel, r
tlovout threw him into » telegrsf or hichline pole. Demrge wrs
mostly to the crr. but he hrd to be inrctive with regrrda to fen-
Aam for seversl ponths."
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rcprinted from PANCYCLOFEDIA
194=: John Bristol Speer
by permisaion

John A Bristol - ) permutetion of the nsme of John Bristol Speer,
with "speer™ trensleted to its-Scottish merning "to ssk". Hoax
suggeated to Wilson wshile Speer wna in Oklahoma City, it wes
not undertrken till the fall of '38 when he moved from one
eddreaa in s shington DC to snother. esnd grve the new pdAdress
88 Bristol's, keeping the former one himself snd heving the
post ortice rerddreas mril coming to him. By ziviug Bristol o
full breksound of life. easing him in grsduslly, end trking
grert crre to g ve him sperk like & newcomer snd use a style
of writinz frnd grcammar quite different fran his own, Speer ot
him generrlly eccepted £#8 » new frn, who presently met 3peer
rnd rasocierted with him. However. Wollheim knew from old time
thet Qpeer's middle nrme wers Bristol, thot it wea his father's
before him. snd cormunicrted his suspieions to the other Futur-
ians; desplte which, Lowndes srys he wrs inclined to believe
hie correspondient Bristol wes not Gpeer. hkothmrn wes told rll
wvhen he moved to s shingtoa., snd the mrsk fin~lly dropred ot
the Nev York Convention. PEut Bristol occesaionelly received
mail rfter thet, and is still sometimes used rs s penrme.

* ===Speer

¥Zuch tricks hevc mnde Irns wrry. 80 thet erch newcomer 1s Scrutinized.

«s.WB2t might bo krowr as tho cnse of thce test tubo fan. John Briastol becamo
rocsonadbly prominaent in fandom back in 1938 and 1939, contriduting to the fantines
with fair frequenecy and subacribing to maay of them. He publishod on interviaw
with Jack Spar, then living in Washington, and there wera Linta that a fan club
might be formed. It was months bofore Speaor admitted that he and John Bristol
were the samn pornoon. Speer had moved, and had given Bristol the naw sddrosa,
continuing to raceive his meil et his former addrnes and having f{t rorwarded.

Incidantally, the dennouncerent of this hoax flopped. Spaer's care-
fulricss in keeping John Bristol seperate from Juck Speer, even ta peculiarities
of gracxrur and typewriter, wasn't matched by hia preparations for letting tke
truth be known. He wanted to mnke a sensation at a convention, 80 he put the
name of Bristol on his identffiocation dbadge. He forgot that the parsons who knew
Speer in person wouldn't louk at the badge after seeing Lia face, and the persons
who wern nat aoquaintod with Speer would look at the badge and take it for granted
thut here wns John Bristol. It toock a fanzine announcament to percolate the facts

through fandom, ---tHArry Warner Jr.
1 Ea {reprinted from QUANIHY)



the Spirid
of Juflus

‘Thon Jack Spoor comoa to mind, my first reaction ia to think of hin
as a much loss colorful person than lotas of othor fana I°'ve known and admired.
Than I romember his Investigation in Nowcastle, or hia smojourn in Africa . . . or
smallar things like sit¢ing next to him on the subway, one of the fouw times I met
him in person (was it vary late at night or very eerly in tho morning, Jack?) and
satching with amusement and awe a3 he sang "Inky Pinky Spider Went Up the Watar
Spout"” with all the traditional gestures . . . and it booomos claar that Juffus
was very colorful indeed, only he want about being colorful in the samp way he did
everything else: with a wonderful quiet corpetence.

Jack was, I think, a sercon fan becauso he wag a sorcon huoan dbeing
to begin with. But this isn't a complete explanation, becauso fondom—no matter
what an individual accomplishes within ita boundries--is essentially a somewhat
frivolous world, its only posasible sercon purpose in a large sensc being the highly
dubious one of promoting science fiction to the gemeral public. Since Jack wasn't
the "boostor" type by any stretch of the imagination, it remeina at least partially
a mystery to ms that he found enough interest and gratification in fandom to join
it in tho first place.

It will very probably remain a myastery, toao. But looking back now
with the benefit of some experience and some perapectiva (though atill not enough),
I am extremely glad {t happened.

The FANCYCLOPEDIA, for one thing. GCreat ghu, could anyone else have
seen ths FANCYCLOPEDIA through to the finish? I doubt it muchly; others might Lava
had the energy, but who else ever had the passion for orderlineas and clasairication.
the oampulsion to record things? Tuaeae made Juffus uniquely valuable, and it aeems
unlikely that anyone else with that peculiar combination of talents will ever turn
up in fandom. :

And the Investization ftaself. It is probably imposaible for today's
fans to pioture how fmportant this was at the tims, though its more sonsational
aspects may not be bard to visualize. The Investigation brought clarity to an area
in which there was mora muddled thinking and hyaterieal outbursting than you could
wave an inxy stancil at. It was an aot comlling for imagination (nobody else even
thought of it!) a devotion to ocmmmn aense, and a certain amount of courage.

4nd this part of the mecory is far from entirely happy. I was
flabbe ganted—and fletterid--whan Jaor weak me the manuacript of "Investigation".
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But at juat that time, I was undergoing a process of Futurianization, which of
course included a good deal of anti-Speerism. Father Wollheim was opposed to
publishing the ma. at all (USomabody might gue, you knowt . . ., prophetio words!);
in the and I printed it but didn't put my nome on it. It was a serious dlow to oy
friendahip with Jack, shich was a valuable thing.

The preceding paragrapg is not as mich aof a digression as it might
at first gppear. For one thing, it illustrntes the kind of discouragements a
genuinely sercon human like Speer will alwaya run into in fandom. For another it
contains a set of quasi-quotes. 4nd quasi-quotes are, I'm entirely oertain, the
most useful fannish invention of all time; the world at large should adopt them,
and I've never seen why it hasn't.

Speer invanted tham. On that our usunlly vague and shandowy fannish
hiatory is, for once. brilliantly clear. Sorebody else might haze inventsd them in

time, I auppose, but it was Speer who actually saw the need and Speer who aotually
did i¢t.

As Juffus himself quasi-quoted, UIf you want o thing to be done right,
you must do it yourself.l

---LTS

&\ Qotrahodror -~ Spuor Ag

“"tatraiedron - 4 auvlid boundod by four planes, tho snnllost nucbor that can
onclosa a solid; a triangulnr pyranid. In pusiti.ns of two such-sglapad
apacaships sat for ramming, o pnir of totrahodrons arouud a publicatiun‘'s
titlo indicuta tnat {t cumos frum Spour's publisbing house.

--=-Fancyclcpedia. 1944

page 87
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lavping on the Past

Onco upon a tirmme,,,..woll, just over two yuurs ago if we have to be
specific,...fondom was o dark and howling waste throuch which roamed savage hordes
proclaiming themselves, with wiord gutteral crianm, to sonothing called, "Seventh
Fancdom™. Thease atrange croaturos aro now oxtinct and porhaps it is worth conaider-
ing posaiblo reasons as to why tlay porishod go ignobly. There are, of coursa,
the stotemonts of tho last two surviving lendors---onu ta tha effoect thnt thay
succumbed to compound fracturoa of tho groir inflictaod by the knuocap of mad dogs,
and the othar to thc offact tnat they were all an elaborate hoax---but I think
we can digrogard these as boing anaiorienlly and logieally irgpossibla, reogpectively.
No, the real reason thay died, it seams to re, was that like the mule they hed
naithar pride of ancestry nor hopo of poaterity.

To mssure its continuanca in theo presont, fandom muast prosorve its
link with the pasat. I think it was one Jack Spoor who first pointed out that
at any ono time fandom deponds for its existancs on a mdl'e handful of people, and
if thesa aoro to lcave it simu.tanooualy fandom could perish. This vory nearly
wappencd in 1958, and it's up to us to do =shat wo can to assuro it doosn't happan
again. Liku any other civilisation, fandom dopends on timebinding---the passing
on from ganeration to gansration of accumilatod knowledgoe and experiencuv---and this
prosent sarias of fenhistories is un vxample I'm proud to be associated with.
Incidentally, all this mny seem protty highflown talk about a little old thing like
af fandom, but I subscrive to tho Burboo-Ashworth diotun that "Fandom is a Goddamm
good hobby" and I'm roady to 30 to quito a lot of trouble to praserve it. Just
as a game is only aenjoyablo i{f you play it according to tho rules., so any plcasura
lik0 fandom is worth tac<ing sorivusly within ita omn limitations. This is not to
any thet tho gama or the pleasure has any intrinsic importance outside itself:
tbough it eould be argucd that anything that gives pleasure is pretty darmed
important,

But to get back to our arguement. It seems to me that fancestor wor-
ship strongthens fuandom all tho way through. First, it retaina and restoros the
intorest in fandom of oldar fans; it is interesting and pleagant to thom to be
looked up to and written about. Convurgoly the saventhfandom attitude of brash
contempt for tho past only alionatos thaa =ad drivas thom into gafia. Such nao-
fen are tho prime roason BNFs rutiro into FAPA. If they only roealised it they
are sclling their om birthright, bocause fancustor wsurship con mnke fondom 2 more
attractivo prospoct for a naeofan. Not only could thoy have BNPdon to aim at, but
immortolity. Finanlly, intorgration wito the past increasos the interest of fan-
dom fur overyoneé, by widonling its field of raoforence in time as well ma space.

About this last point, way back in 1953 I was crying this mossage
dogpairingly into tha wvildernoas, and amplifying it with The ZEnchanted Duplicator
(first product of Serious Conatructive Insurgontism, whose taomets 1 touched on
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abovo), the Hyphen of those days with tho lighthouse symbol on the bacovcr, and
the reoprint supplément. 4about that, anglofen Archie Mercer onee wrote in tec
complain bittorly. What was tho point, he enquiroed, of revivirg theso old osotori-
ciama when it wwas all he could do to kaop up with the proscnt-day oncas?

Woll, of course Archio hud a point. It's already almoat impocsaiblo
for ono person to knowm all the iniricacios of fandom, from the Firast Staplo War
tu thu misadventures of Courtnoy's boat, frum Van Couvering's slass door or Harmon's
woodon una to Jan Jangen's luminous porridgo. But so what? It's just as impossible
for one porson to Xnuw everything about human histury, but that'’s no argucmont for
turning cur backs on it. It just makes it mcro imtercgting, like o bran-tub with
en {infinitoe numbhar of nrizos.

Dasides, it's not tha mara cullaocticn of itoms of information that's
important, suv rmch as thae attitude of rind. cmaone said once that oeducation
cunsiats not in <nowxing things, but in nuwigg whore tc lock tham up. Tazing
that in the widost scnse, it's profoundly truo. Tho mind of really oducated
parscn is ndot a box full of hard littlo facts, but a sort of groring troe which
can nccept tham liko suil and tranaform thom into an organic unity. In the pro-
cosa tho focts got a bit blurrod, but whilo he might not inow whether Colurbus
sailed tho ococan blue in 1492 er 1482, ho dovas havo a protty good idea cf how
important it was.

ahd 1f you can think of a botteur build-up to apologising for not roally
knowing much nbout Jack Spoor I wish you had told mo adbout it before hand. Sgriously
though, I den't claim to be an oducatod poeraon, but I supicse I know as much about
fendim cs mu8t pevpla...and yet if I wms fonced with an examinaticn papor with
quostions like shat yanr did Spoar ontor fandom, how many frz did he publish and
80 on, I sh>uld probably not gut a pnss. On tha othor hcond I scanm to me to know
quita a lot about Spacer in sumo other roru irportant way. I don't moan tho big
things that ovurybody ¥nows about--FAPA. tha Paneyclupedia--but tha aort of parson
ho {8 ard tho kind of influunce ho had on fandorm.

As for tho latter, hoe 'taa uno of the fow great fans wkho ware able to
svnthoaiso in hinsolf tho sericon and the funnish attitudes znd fandor has boen
tho buttur for him. It's beon quito a whilo sirce he was activo, end yeat hia
influence on prasent-day fandom---on you and me---is still irmense. I don't
£now about you, but fn our group wve have a atandard indoctrination course for neo-—
fan nnd ono of tha two most important itocs, the crucial teats, if the Fancycloped-
ia. As for Speor the parson, I have quite a vivid picture of him, built up from
a lot of holf ramembored quotations :nd gnecdotea. None of thaa suffiéiontly
precise or ovocatiye to ba quoted, but all adding up to a firm irpression thut Jack
Spoor {s sonoeone I d very ruch lik%o to rmoot. I hopa you'il feal the sane
aftor reading this~mozazino which is publishud as a tribute to vne who mada fandor
mura worth shilo for all of us.

-=-Wzlter A, Willis

Nov 1955
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WHEREAN THE
EDITOR SPEAKS

Lee Hoffman aeru. Tho first fy i{s rolling at lest. Wa will
apare you tho customery first issuo rocital uf 7008 with a blanket apology
for omiasions, orrcra, atc. %o have shuttlad through this ish picking a
tharead hero and tnure, and misplacing the notus for this closing aditorial.

So hcros Wa taank you, harry idarner Jr for mtcerial ajd, re-
orint rigihts and tho inspiration ALL CUR YESTERDhYS huas provided. You,
Larry T. Shaw, for cencouragumont and metorial. You, dWaltor Alexandrew
¥illis, for nll tha yoars that you have buan our ideal =nd inspiration,
fur your encuuragoment, your putting into words of tha omotions bohind
Fy, jyour m~torial aid and your assistance in distribution. And you,
Jack Spaor, for boing you, 2nd boing it so woll os to havo earnced this
tribute and moru boesides.

Alsu thanZs to Yaltor Kassal, Forry Aczor-an, Lon Moffatt,
Charles solla and o:ny othors who have contributod fanzines to tha collect-
ion shich is suurce for Fy-rososrch. To Charlos dulls, dacop knight, and
william kotslar for helping odgo yod back into fzndom. To Pariola und Kon
Bulmer, Joyso Floyd, and again Charlusg iwiolls, for thrashing .vor dotnils of
tiais scrieas with yed nnd hulping us formulato dofinitc plens from vague
{deas.

A.d hore, an axplanation for the shito papor: tha local A. E.
Dick pouple toll us thoy z2re discunticuingy thu old gracn=tonu vwhite
servico grado. Su we hava a "buttor quality™ .apur 7hich givus more offsct
arLc sLow=througll focr only a fow cants mure por reon,

And a pursonalish notar 3G roaliza thut Fy will be a disappcintuont
to many pacpla. It s tcu parsvnal, too far from objuetiva, tu bo a Mtinolusgs
decuniont 3f fan nistory™, and tuu sorcon tou bo "anathur Quondry", Tliosc aro
“uat it is not, It is tho work of u fun, a long tiwno randerer on the rcad to-
ward tho Encaantad Duplicator. It is o fansinu and tiorc as lovod by tho
edfitcr na 2 childia adurcd by its motier., Vo offor it to ycu sans thu custio-
ery cigar, but nonutholisa with n slight bow of prida. ¥or all {ts fcults,
floppy vara, and uriaklod cwurtopnanco, w8 liko {t and wo hepo you w7ill too,

Thina, ﬂ%
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